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Bible Point

Jesus Tells About a Shepherd Looking for a Lost Sheep • Lesson 8

Bible Verse
“Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me” (John l6:32b).

Growing Closer to Jesus
Children will n discover that God is glorified when they accept each other;
 n learn that even when they feel left out, God is with them; and
 n see that they can reach out and care for those who are left out.

Teacher Enrichment
The Bible Basis
n Jesus tells about a shepherd looking for a lost sheep.

What was so bad about eating with tax collectors? And whom are they calling “sinners”? 
Well, eating with someone in that culture was a sign of friendship. You weren’t supposed 
to eat with someone if you didn’t consider that person worthy to be a friend. Jesus stepped 
over the line in both cases here. “Sinners” were those who were known for not  following 
Old Testament laws and people who were especially known as evildoers. Tax collectors 
were pretty much in the same boat; they were looked down upon for partnering with the 

Roman government and for overcharging on people’s taxes to line their own pockets.
Jesus’ story about the shepherd going out to rescue the lost sheep is a parable demonstrating his love 

and care for his people. The Pharisees were criticizing him for consorting with bad people, but Jesus 
pointed out that those bad people were the lost sheep that needed him to bring them home; they were 
people he loved. The sheep that were safe in the fold—those who were faithfully trusting in Jesus—
didn’t need him to go out and rescue them. By  connecting with those who the Pharisees called sinners, 
Jesus was simply fulfilling his  mission. (See John 3:16-17.) Jesus loves everyone, not just those who are 
faithful to him.

Prayer
• Read John 3:16-17.
• What was the motive behind Jesus’ mission?
• What is your motive in teaching your first- and second-grade class?
• Pray: Dear God, help me show your love to my students, even when they...

Luke 
15:1-7

Jesus cares about people 
who are left out.



Before the Lesson
n  Collect items for the activities you plan to use, referring to the Classroom Supplies and Learning Lab Supplies listed in 

the chart.
n  Make photocopies of the “Growing Together” handout (at the end of this lesson) to send home with your children.
n Pray for your students and for God’s direction in teaching the lesson.

This Lesson at a Glance
What Children Will Do Classroom Supplies Learning Lab Supplies

Welcome Welcome!—Receive a warm 
welcome from the teacher, and 
make name tags.

“Bird Name Tags” (p. 70), 
markers, scissors, tape or safety 
pins

Attention 
Grabber

Lonely Only!—Play a game 
in which everyone experiences 
loneliness.

Paper, tape, CD player

Bible 
Exploration & 

Application

The Lonely Sheep—Search 
for hidden sheep, and hear the 
story from Luke 15:1-7 about the 
shepherd who hunted for his lost 
sheep.

Bible

God’s Always There—Talk 
about how people sometimes 
feel left out even when they’re 
with others, and discover from 
John 16:32b that God promises to 
always be with us.

Bibles, poster board

Musically Together—Play a
game in which they reach out 
so others don’t feel left out, and 
discover from Romans 15:7 that 
God wants us to accept one 
another.

Bibles, paper, CD player

Closing Strong Hearts—Give tokens 
of acceptance, and learn from 
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 to make 
their love for each other strong.

Bible

Hands-On Bible Curriculum—Grades 1 & 294

Lesson 8



track 11

It’s important to say the Bible Point 
just as it’s written in each activity. 
Repeating the Bible Point over and 
over will help children remember it 
and apply it to their lives.

Welcome
SUPPLIES: “Bird Name Tags” (p. 70), scissors, markers, tape or safety pins

• Greet each child individually with an enthusiastic smile.
• Thank each child for coming to class today.
•  As children arrive, ask them about last week’s lesson and 

“Growing Together” discussion. Use questions such as “What 
kinds of healthy foods did you fill your body with?” and “Did 
you send a get-well greeting to anyone last week?” 

•  Say: Today we’ll learn that Jesus cares about people who are left out.
•  Help children attach name tags they made during Lesson 5. If some of the name tags 

were damaged, or if  children weren’t in class previously, have them make new name 
tags using the  photocopiable handout.

•  Tell children that the attention-getting signal you’ll use during this lesson is clicking 
the creature clicker three times. Ask children to respond by snapping their fingers three 
times as they stop talking and focus their attention on you. Rehearse the  signal with 
the children, telling them to respond quickly so you’ll have plenty of time for all the 
fun activities planned for this lesson.

Attention Grabber
n Lonely Only!
SUPPLIES: paper, tape, CD player

Cue the CD to track 11, “Musically Together.” Push the furniture 
away from the center of the room. Tape sheets of paper on the floor 
in a large circle, using one less sheet of paper than there are  children.

Choose a volunteer who’s willing to start the game without a 
sheet of paper to stand on. Have the volunteer stand in the  middle of 

the circle. Have everyone else choose a sheet of paper to stand on.
Say: I’ll start the music. All of you except the person in the middle of the 

circle will clap your hands to the music. When the music stops,  everyone—
including the person in the middle—will quickly find another sheet of paper 
to stand on. When you’re looking for a new sheet of paper, don’t just step 
on the one next to you. You have to walk all the way across the circle. Walk 
quickly because when the music starts again, it’ll be time to clap again. One 
more rule: You can’t touch anyone during this game.

Start the music, pausing the CD intermittently during the 2-minute segment.
When the music segment is over, collect the papers for a later activity, gather the 

children close to you, and ask:
• What was fun about this game? (I liked trying to get to a sheet of paper; I 

liked clapping to the music.)
• What was it like to be the only one standing in the middle of the  circle? 

(Weird; funny; I felt like everyone was looking at me; I felt left out; I felt all alone; I 
was mad that I didn’t beat someone to a piece of paper.)

• Have you ever felt that way in real life? (Yes, I was lonely when we first 
moved here and I didn’t have any friends; yes, I was lonely when my dog died.)

If it seems that the same person 
always gets stuck in the middle, 
stop the CD and whisper hints on 
how to get to a sheet of paper. For 
example, you might tell the child 
to inch toward a sheet of paper 
while the music is playing.
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• Sometimes we’re by ourselves, but we don’t feel lonely. What’s the 
difference between being by ourselves and feeling lonely? (You can have fun 
by yourself, but being lonely is when you don’t want to be alone; sometimes you want 
to be by yourself, but no one wants to be lonely.)

Say: Sometimes it’s good to be by ourselves. We can do all sorts of things 
when we’re alone, such as daydream and take walks and play make-believe. 
But sometimes being by ourselves feels lonely, especially if we feel we’ve 
been left out of something. Jesus cares about people who are left out. 
Let’s find out about a time a sheep was left out.

HANDS-ON BIBLE
Say: When Jesus spoke to people, he used made-up stories 

that had important messages. These stories are called parables. 
Our story for today is a parable. 

Ask: • Why do you think Jesus used parables? (So people 
would understand them; because they’re interesting.)

Have kids form pairs. Make sure readers are with nonreaders, if necessary. Help 
kids find the colorful “Looking for the Lost” activity on the inside back cover of their 
Hands-On Bibles (found after page 698 in other versions of the Hands-On Bible) and 
have each pair complete the “Can You Find the Lamb?” activity.

Bible Exploration & Application
n The Lonely Sheep
SUPPLIES: Bible

Before class, separate the lamb cards and hide them around the room.
During class, open your Bible to Luke 15:1-7, and show the  passage 

to the children. Say: In this part of the Bible, Jesus told people a 
story about a shepherd and his sheep. I’m going to tell you the 
story, and I need your help. Each time I say the word sheep, 

you say “baa” just as a sheep would. Let’s  practice. Sheep. Pause for the 
children to say “baa.”

Super! Here is the story: Once there was a  shepherd who loved his sheep 
(pause) very much. He knew his job of taking care of them was important. He 
needed to make sure the sheep (pause) found dark green grass that would 
be tasty and have all of the vitamins they needed to keep them healthy. He 
also had to make sure the sheep (pause) had cool, still water to drink from 
because they didn’t like to drink from a running stream. The shepherd 
looked for pleasant places for the sheep (pause) to rest so they’d grow 
strong. But the most important thing the shepherd did was keep an eye out 
for  animals that like to eat sheep. (Pause.)

Any time the shepherd saw a wolf or a lion, he’d have to chase it away or 
fight it so it wouldn’t eat any of the sheep. (Pause.) And just to make sure a 
quiet wolf didn’t sneak off with one of the sheep (pause), every morning and 
every evening the shepherd would count them one by one.

One day, the shepherd counted his sheep. (Pause.) He counted one, two, 

Have several volunteers act 
out the main parts of this story. 
Encourage kids to pretend to 
graze like sheep. You can have 
someone be a shepherd taking 
care of the sheep, a volunteer 
wander off like a lost sheep, and 
a “wolf” or “lion” come near the 
sheep as if about to attack. Be 
sure no one actually does attack 
or fight during this time so no 
one gets injured. As you read the 
story, cue the parts to act out 
what you say in various places.
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three, and on up to 97, 98, 99... There were supposed to be 100. One of them 
was missing! The  shepherd thought, “Maybe I miscounted.” So he counted 
them again. But it was true. A sheep (pause) was missing. I’ve hidden some 
sheep (pause) in this room. Let’s see if we can find them all. There should be 
20 sheep. (Pause.)

Pause while the children look. Help them discover any lamb cards that are hard 
to find.

When all of the lamb cards have been found, collect the cards on your lap or on 
your Bible. Continue with the story: First the shepherd made sure that the 
other sheep (pause) were taken care of. Then he went looking. The  shepherd 
searched high and low for the missing sheep. (Pause.) He kept going until he 
found it. When he found it, he rejoiced because the sheep (pause) had just 
wandered away from the rest of the flock—the wolves hadn’t found it. When 
he found the sheep (pause), he swung it up on his shoulders and hurried 
back to the flock. On the way, he called out to all his friends, “Be happy 
with me. The sheep (pause) that was lost has now been found, and I’m taking 
it back to be with the others.” 

Ask: • How do you think that sheep felt when it was all by itself? (Lonely; 
scared that a wolf would find it; scared because it didn’t know where the shepherd was.)

• When have you felt like the lost sheep might have felt? (Once when I was 
little, I got lost and was scared while I tried to find my dad; once I felt really lonely and 
sad because my family lost me at a store.)

• Why do you think Jesus told the story about the lost sheep? (He wants us 
to know he’s with us; he doesn’t want us to be lonely; because Jesus loves us.)

Say: Jesus told the story about the shepherd and the sheep to help 
people understand how much he loves us. The shepherd loved the sheep so 
much that he ran out to find it. The shepherd would have fought wolves or 
lions to keep the sheep safe. And the shepherd wanted to bring the sheep 
back to the flock where it would be happy and safe with the other sheep. 
That’s how much Jesus loves us. Just as the shepherd cared about the 
sheep that was lost, Jesus cares about people who are left out.

n God’s Always There
SUPPLIES: Bibles, poster board

Before class, put a bar magnet on each side of the 
poster board so the two magnets are attracted to each 
other through the poster board.

Have the children sit in a tight circle. Pass around the 
telescope, and have the children take turns  looking at one another through it. Then put 
the  telescope away, and ask:

• How many people did you see at once? (One; two.)
Say: Sometimes, even though we’re in a close group with lots of friends 

around us, we still feel lonely. 
Ask: • How can you feel left out and alone when there are people all 

around? (Sometimes people don’t pay attention to me; sometimes they leave me out 
of their conversation.)

Bible Insight
The parable of the lost sheep 
is recorded only in the Gospel 
of Luke and is believed to have 
been directed at the Pharisees, 
although not exclusively. The 
Pharisees at that time had 
no concern for the spiritual 
 redemption of the outcasts of 
 society: the  sinners and the 
tax  collectors. Jesus’ message, 
on the other hand, was one of 
 restoration and joy.

Warning!
This activity uses magnets. 
Swallowed magnets can 
attract each other through 
opposing intestine walls, 
causing serious infection or 
even death. Seek immediate 
medical attention if magnets 
are swallowed or inhaled. 
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• When have you felt that way before? (When all my relatives come over and 
no one pays attention to me; when my friends are excited about going to a  sleepover 
and I can’t go with them.)

Say: There was a time even Jesus felt lonely. Jesus’ 
friends sometimes didn’t even understand him, which 
may have made him feel lonely. Sometimes, when we 
think others don’t understand us, we feel lonely. And 
sometimes it seems that the people we’re with don’t 
really want us around. Help the children find John 16:32b 
in their Bibles. Have a volunteer read the passage aloud. 

Ask: •  How do you think Jesus felt knowing God was 
with him? (He felt good; he wasn’t lonely anymore.)

•  How do you know Jesus cares about you when you’re lonely? 
(He loves me; he told the story of the lost sheep.)

Say: Jesus knows what it feels like to be lonely. He was lonely 
once, just like we are sometimes. Jesus knew God is always with his 
children. You’re God’s children, so God must always be with you. 
In the Bible, God promises to always be with us. There’s absolutely 
nothing that can  separate us from God. Jesus cares about people 
who are left out, and he promises never to leave us.

Hold up the poster board you prepared before class by showing only one side, 
and say: Let’s pretend this magnet is you. Sometimes we feel lonely, like no 
one cares about us. Move the magnet the kids can see, keeping the other magnet 
out of sight. The magnet the kids can’t see on the back will follow along. No matter 
where we go, we feel alone—even if there are people around. We could be 
at school. Move the magnet to one corner of the poster board. Or at home. Move to 
another corner. We might even be at church. Move to another corner. Or playing 
with our friends. Move to the fourth corner. But we still feel left out and alone, 
like this magnet on a big piece of paper.

Ask: • What does it feel like to be left out? (Sad; like no one cares; like you 
don’t have friends.)

• What can we do when we feel left out? (Ask God to send us a friend; ask 
God to be with us.)

Say: When we feel left out, no matter where we are or how lonely we feel, 
Jesus is always with us. Turn the poster board around and show the other magnet 
to the kids. Everywhere the magnet on the other side went, this magnet 
went, too!

Ask: • How is that like what Jesus does when we’re lonely? (Jesus is always 
with us; Jesus goes with us everywhere; Jesus is our friend.)

• How does it feel to know that Jesus cares when you feel left out? 
(Happy; glad to have a friend; not sad anymore.)

Say: Jesus cares about people who are left out. Listen to what the Bible 
says about people who are left out: “Yet I am not alone because the 
Father is with me” (John 16:32b). He is always with you. So, when you feel left 
out and lonely, remember to ask Jesus to be with you. Let’s find out what we 
can do to care for others who feel left out.
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track 11

n Musically Together
SUPPLIES: Bibles, paper, CD player

Once again, cue the CD to track 11, “Musically Together.” Place 
the sheets of paper you used in the “Lonely Only!” activity in a circle 
on the floor. Have the children stand in a circle around the papers 
but not on them. Make sure there is one fewer piece of paper than the 
number of children.

Say: None of us likes to feel lonely. When we’re left out, we want someone 
to reach out and include us. Let’s practice reaching out. I’ll start the 
music, and everybody will walk around the circle. When the music stops, 
everybody will stand on the nearest sheet of paper. There will be one 
person who doesn’t have a paper to stand on. But someone standing close 
to that person can reach out and share a paper with him or her.

Start the music. Pause the CD intermittently, remove one sheet of paper, and then 
restart the music. The children will continue sharing papers until everyone is  trying to 
crowd onto one sheet of paper. When there’s only one sheet of paper left, stop the CD 
and stop the game.

Click the creature clicker three times to get the children’s attention. Wait until they 
snap their fingers three times and stop talking. Then put away the papers, gather the 
 children, and have them sit down. 

Ask: • What does this game teach us about caring for lonely people? (We 
can include them; we can share with them.)

• What was it like to have people share their papers with you? (It felt 
good; I felt like they liked me; it was fun; it made me laugh when we all crowded 
together.)

• How did it feel to reach out and share your paper with someone else? 
(It felt good; I felt I was being a good friend.)

Have kids form pairs and open their Bibles to Romans 15:7. Make sure readers are 
paired with nonreaders. Have the child in each pair with the next birthday read the 
passage. Then ask pairs to discuss the following questions together. 

Ask: • What does it mean to accept each other? (It means to like each other; 
to include each other; to love everyone.)

• Why are some people hard to accept? (I know someone who’s mean to me; 
someone might talk funny; they may not want to do what we’re doing.)

• What can you do to accept people who feel left out? (I can invite them to 
eat with me at school; I can ask them to walk home with me; I can invite them over to 
play; I can ask if they want to play on the jungle gym with me at recess.)

Say: This game made us all feel good because we included everyone. No 
one was left out. That’s just what we need to do in real life. We can reach 
out and accept others, no matter how different they are from us. We can 
even accept people who are mean to us. Jesus is happy when we accept 
people who are lonely because Jesus cares about people who are left out. 
Tell your partner one way you are going to accept someone who might be 
left out or lonely this week. Then take turns praying for the people you talk 
about by asking God to help you love them like he does. The partner whose 
birthday is farthest away will start the prayer this time. Give children time to 
pray together.
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Closing
n Strong Hearts
SUPPLIES: Bible

Keep children in their pairs for this activity.
Say: Tell your partner one thing you learned today. 

(I learned to accept others; I learned to be nice to  people who 
are left out; I learned that God is with me, even when I feel 
lonely; I learned that Jesus cares about people who are left 
out.)

Say: Today we’ve talked about being kind to those who are left out 
because Jesus cares about them. One good way to do that is to never let 
someone feel left out. Listen to what the Bible says. Read 1 Thessalonians 
3:12-13. Then continue: This activity will make our hearts grow strong and will 
help our love grow.

Give each child a linking heart or star. If you don’t have enough to go around, give 
some of the children large paper clips.

If you had a group of three students in the previous activity, claim one child as your 
partner.

Say: Turn to your partner, give him or her your linking heart or star, and 
say, “Jesus cares for you. I care about you, too.” Give the children half a minute 
to do this. Then gather them in a circle.

When we accept each other and share God’s love with each other, our love 
grows. That makes us strong. Let’s hook our hearts and stars together to 
show God that we want to accept each other so none of us ever feels left out.

Have children hook their hearts and stars together into a loop, and then tug on the 
loop. Say: See how strong we are when we all stick together? Let’s thank God.

Pray: God, thank you for loving and accepting us. Help us love and accept 
each other so none of us feels left out. We know that Jesus cares about 
people who are left out. We want to care for them, too. Show us people we 
see every day who need to know about your love. Help us show your love to 
them. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Collect name tags, and remind children to take home any crafts they made today. 
You may also want to distribute a lamb card to each child to take home as a reminder 
of today’s Bible story.
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Growing closer to Jesus extends 
beyond the classroom.
Photocopy the “Growing Together” handout (at the end 
of this lesson) for this week, and send it home with your 
children. Encourage children and parents to use the 
handout to plan meaningful activities on this week’s 
topic. Follow up the “Growing Together” activities next 
week by asking children what their families did together.
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Hugs For the Lonely
Buy a yard of light-colored felt at a fabric or craft 
store. Have your child use markers to draw on the 
felt pictures of things that are comforting when he 
or she is  feeling left out. Your child could include 
pictures of Jesus, friends, family, or a pet. Keep 
the fabric in his or her bedroom. Then, whenever 
your child feels lonely, he or she can wrap up in 
the blanket for a hug that is a reminder of those 
good things. You could even devise a signal when 
your child feels in need of special attention. He or 
she could hang the felt blanket on the bedroom 
doorknob, for example.

Alone, Not Lonely
Feeling lonely is awful, but it’s important for 
children to learn to enjoy solitude. Encourage all 
your family to spend time alone by designating 
one evening as “On Your Own” night. Your child 
might read a book, put a puzzle together, play 
with quiet toys, or listen to music—anything that 
doesn’t involve screens. Plan for your evening to 
begin right after dinner. After two hours of quiet 
time, bring the family together for cookies and 
milk before bed. Perhaps you could play a family 
game then, too. Talk about the difference between 
feeling left out and spending time alone.

Never Alone
Choose pictures of places your family has visited. 
Include pictures from vacations as well as pictures of 
places you go every day, such as your home, school, 
and church. Help your child arrange these photos on 
a  bulletin board. Use them as a reminder that God is 
with us no matter where we are.

One of the Bunch
Host a dinner party for a few of your child’s 
friends this week. Challenge your child to invite 
one or two people who tend to be left out. Have 
each guest bring a banana. Serve fun food such as 
sloppy Joes, carrot sticks, and chips. For dessert, 
give the children each a butter knife, and have 
them slice their bananas into a big bowl. Then 
spoon bananas into individual bowls, and have the 
kids top them with their choice of the  following 
treats: mandarin oranges, crushed pineapple, 
granola, chopped nuts, candy sprinkles, chocolate 
chips,  butterscotch chips, strawberry sauce, 
 chocolate sauce, and whipped cream.

Today your child learned that Jesus includes everyone in his love 
and protection and that Jesus is sad when people reject others. 
Today’s lesson taught the children to be kind to those who tend to 
be left out, making them feel welcome and loved. The children also 
learned that when they feel lonely, they can remember that Jesus 
is right beside them.

Jesus Cares 8:Jesus cares about people  who are left out.

Bible Story
Jesus tells about a shepherd 

looking for a lost sheep  

(Luke 15:1-7).

Bible Verse
“Yet I am not alone because 

 the Father is with me” 

(John 16:32b).
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